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The Ministry compiles annual tourism statistics based on data received from
the Bureau of Immigration (Bol), which include foreign tourist arrivals to
India. Ministry does not maintain further disaggregation of foreign tourists’

travel patterns or destinations within the country.

As per data furnished by States and Union Territories on foreign tourist visits,
the top five States receiving the highest number of foreign tourist visits in
2024 were Maharashtra, West Bengal, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, and Rajasthan.

In 2024, FTAs to India stood at 9.95 million, showing a recovery of 4.52%
over 2023 and a shortfall of 8.95% compared to 2019, the last pre-pandemic
benchmark year. The data reflects varied regional dynamics, with some
regions exceeding pre-COVID levels while others continue to lag. However,
the International Tourists Arrivals has already surpassed the 2019 figure of
17.91 million in 2023 itself. In 2023, ITA was 18.89 million and in 2024 it
further increased to 20.57 million.

No. Funds allocated under the Restructured Scheme of Overseas Promotion
and Publicity (RSOPP), for international promotion and Market Development
Assistance during the last year and the current year is as given below:

2024-25 - Revised Estimates — Rs.33.00 crores

2025-26 - Revised Estimates — Rs.43.48 crores
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In 2024, India’s global ranking in terms of international tourists was 20th,
attracting 20.57 million, marking a 14.85% increase over 2019. In comparison
to other countries, the recovery of Indian tourism sector was not slower, as can
be seen in the table.

International Tourist Arrivals in million

Region/Sub region 2019 2024* Change (%)
24/19

World 1466 1465 -0.07

Asia and the Pacific 362.1 317.5 -12.32

South Asia 59.2 59.6 0.68

India 17.91 20.57 14.85

As per the estimates based on the third Tourism Satellite Account and the
Periodic Labour Force Surveys, the employment in tourism sector (direct and
indirect) has increased from 75.85 million in 2018-19 to 84.63 million in
2023-24. Gender wise and rural-urban wise estimate of employment in
Tourism is not available with the Ministry.

This information was given by Union Minister for Tourism and Culture Shri
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat in a written reply in Rajya Sabha today.
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