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Under  Swadesh Darshan 1.0  thematic  circuits  were  identified  and projects  were  sanctioned under  the
identified thematic circuits. Each circuit would generally cover multiple destinations for development.

The Ministry of Tourism after a comprehensive review has now revamped this scheme as Swadesh
Darshan 2.0 with the objective to develop sustainable and responsible tourism destinations. Under
SD 2.0 projects are confined to the delineated area. The projects sanctioned under SD 2.0 cover
multiple aspects including elements related to Niche Tourism.

The Ministry of Tourism had undertaken a third party impact assessment of Swadesh Darshan
(Integrated Development of Theme-Based Tourist Circuits) through National Productivity Council in
2019. The study states that ‘Swadesh Darshan Scheme’ has been able to give a fillip to livelihood
opportunities and create employment for the local communities in construction phase.

The SD 2.0 guidelines provides for regular evaluation and monitoring of the projects sanctioned
under it on various parameters. Further, Ministry of Tourism regularly undertakes review meetings
with the State Governments at different levels to ensure successful implementation of the
sanctioned projects.

This information was given by Union Minister for Tourism and Culture Shri Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat in a written reply in Rajya Sabha today.
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