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Venuvana
a and the tank namely ‘Karandak Nivap' have been described in the
i texis as one of the most sacred spots of Rajgrilha. During
sixth-fifth Century B.C. a beautiful grove of bamboos the "Venuvana' was a favourite
resort of Lord Iim!dlm during his stay at Rajgriha. Bimbisara, the King of Magadha
had donated the Venuvana to Buddha. Chinese pilgrims Fa-Hian and Hiuven Tsiang
pave also described prominently the Karankak tank, stupas and YVenuvann vitaras
| F 3 F
at this place.
Archacological Survey of India had carried out some u-.u:;n'atinr_ls on this mound
. = year 1905-6 which revealed the plan of a room and nine small stupas,
during the ves I :
about 1.8 mi. below the level of muslim grave on the southern tip of the site. The -
core of the stupas contained nothing but jar filled with C'Iil'llla‘ IT'he tremches on the
eastern slope of the mound did not reveal any structure but images of H-l-ldl'"m_ &
|h';dhi*i:|l-!h'kl and one fragmentary sculpture of Shiva Gauri were found during
xcavation. Few clay tablets witl Buddhist creed 'ye dorma hetum prabhava
;-.'L."” ' wwritten in 10°-11" century characters were also fﬂundl rl;\um:lh inm
to some stone sculptures depicting human figures, horse, elephant, chakra etc.
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MANIYAR MATH

LAMCATED ALMOST AT THE CENTRE OF THE OLD CITY OF RAJAGIRHA. THIS ANCIENT
I'TE MAY BE IDENTIFIED WITH THE "MANIMALA CHAITYA' MENTIONED IN PAL I TEXTS
ME THE SHRINE OF MANI-NAGA REFERRED TO IN MAHABHARATA.THE MAIN
i TACTION IS AWELL-LIKE STRUCTURE MADE OF 1.20 MTR. THICK WALL WITH

OF 300 MTRHR. APPROXIMATELY. THE EXTERIOR PROVIDES NICHES CONTAINING

L INIGH STUCCOCO IMAGES OF A LINGA DECORATED WITH GARLAND,
MED VISHNU. MAGI-IMAGE., GANESHA TWISTED WITH SNAKES AROUND HIS

I SIX-ARMED DANCING SHIVA.
» FTUNATEFIY MOST OF THE IMAGES HAVE NOW DISAPPEARED. FROM FTHEIR
INLE THE IMAGES BELONG TO GUPTA PERIOD THE FIl TH CENTURY A.D. IJEI
R STRUCTURES SUCH AS ALTER PLATFORMS AND SHRINES ETC. SEEM TO Bl

. g TE ERPEN
IRICTED FOR RELIGIOUS AND RITUAL PURPOSE RELATED TO S
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